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Fedor, Texas 

May 31, 1936 

Esteemed Volksblatt! 

 So I will again submit a few lines to the 

Volksblatt. Since I am alone today on this Sunday 

afternoon, my thoughts go here and there as to what 

would be fitting for the Volksblatt. For on such a 

wonderful day as yesterday and today, after 8 days long 

of rainy weather, one welcomes and is happy for the nice 

wished for warm sunshine, which we needed very much 

for the fields and the gardens. 

 The weather has already done much damage to 

the potatoes and the tomatoes and many others. A lot of 

the potatoes have already rotted in the ground. Many 

people have none. Some, who had planted their potatoes 

somewhat earlier, took them out, but how they will keep 

one does not know. Yes, it was a frightful water. The 

creeks were out of their banks for days, and the fields 

were under water. But when once it dries out then there 

will be a lot of work. The fields were flooded and the 

grass has taken over. This rainy weather happened far 

and wide, and, in places, was even worse than here. 

 Today is Pentecost Sunday, but we were not in 

church, for the roads are very bad after the rain. On such 

days, otherwise, one would not like to stay home, 

especially since the weather is so nice. Last week, on 

Thursday, on Ascension Day, we, namely my daughter 

Adele (Mrs. Edw. Jatzlau), my oldest son and I made a 

small trip to Houston to visit our son Richard and 

family, as well as other relatives. We left Giddings at 

9:15, and we arrived at Ella’s at 12:20. We stopped in 

Brenham for about three quarters of an hour. There we 

bought a pair of arch supports, for I cannot do without 

them. They cost $5 a pair. 

 Adele drove in her car and I bought the gas. On 

Saturday, we went to Richards. The next morning, I 

went to church with Richard and his children, namely to 

Pastor Harms church. But Pastor Harms had to preach in 

Austin on this Sunday. Even though I thought that I 

would not know anyone in church, I did meet several 

that I knew. 

 I also went to see my old brother-in-law, John 

Zieschang. His daughter and son-in-law took me there. 

He is already 80 years old, but seems to be in good 

spirits and health. I was also at his daughters, Mrs. Will. 

Lerche (my niece). She is totally blind. But she is very 

patient, and thinks that she will get her eyesight back 

again. But who knows, it would be so greatly wished for. 

 We enjoyed the days that we were there very 

much. We stayed still Sunday when we wanted to go 

back home. Around 11:00 o’clock it started to rain and it 

rained quite hard. It had also rained on the other days. 

They did not want us to drive in the rain, but Adele 

wanted to get home. So we left Richards around 2:00 

o’clock to go to Ella, and left there around 3:00 o’clock, 

and at 6:00 o’clock we were in Giddings at Adela’s 

house. But I had never seen so much water as we 

encountered on the way. The closer we got to Giddings, 

the more water we saw. Many fields and places were 

under water. But we got home safely. We thought that it 

had rained a lot in Houston, but that was nothing 

compared to what it had rained here. Such a short trip is 

always nice, so that you could get away a bit from your 

work and to see something else. 

 Yes, how the work in the city is easy and 

enjoyable compared to that on the farm. But Ella does 

not really have it so easy. She has a nice garden. To 

work it by hand with a hoe is not as easy as when one 

can plow it. 

 Now, I must come to a close, for if my report is 

too long, it might end up in the waste basket. I hope that 

many correspondences might be appearing again. 

 Why, dear niece from Bishop, do you not let us 

hear anything from you anymore? You will be having a 

wedding celebration again. So let us here from you from 

there. 

 With greetings to all of the Volksblatt readers. 

    Mrs. C. Melde 

Translated by  Ed Bernthal
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